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Birthday Greetings  

for November 
Chad Pilcher 2nd 

Abbey Martin 4th 

Elizabeth Brand 5th 

Sally Huxley 17th 

Bessie Dimery 18th. 

Enjoy your special day. 

ATTENDANCE BOOK  

HAVE YOU SIGNED IN ? 

This book can be found on the counter of 
the Office at the beginning of each rally. 

New Members 
We have a full list of members. If you have friends who are 
keen to join our Club, remind them that they should put their 
ÎÁÍÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ7ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ,ÉÓÔȱȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ 
when a vacancy becomes available. 

Rosters 
If you find you are unable to do your rostered duty, please 
arrange a swap with another member, prior to the day. 

November 

¶ Equipment - Turner, Pearce, Harvey, Huxley  

¶ Canteen - Cayzer, Moore, Meyer, Neagle  

¶ Cleaning - Smrdelj, Harding  

December 

¶ Equipment - Oliver, Nicholson, Fitzgerald, Poker  

¶ Canteen - Brundell, Hill, Pilcher, Scott  

¶ Cleaning - Tivey, Tyshing, Marciniak  

A Word From Our DC 
The October rally was a regular rally day without the use of 
XC for higher level riders as course was closed in preparation 
for the Candlebark HT. There were not many riders listed on 
the tracker so I waited till riders arrived at the grounds and 
then adjusted the groups accordingly. 

Dressage instructor Lisa rang in ill with the flu so this kept 
costs down a little and I also instructed two groups. I believe 
the day ran very well and all riders and instructors had an 
enjoyable day of riding and learning. 

Congratulations to Rhiannon and Sarah for the order of 
merit awards A wonderful achievement for both young la-
dies. 

Extra Group 
I was able to talk with many families at the last rally and re-
ceived some valuable feedback on both positive and nega-
tive aspects of rallies. 

After giving it a great deal of thought I have decided to trial 
an extra group. This will not cost the club anything in fees as 
I am happy to instruct for two classes during a rally and sev-
eral senior riders are happy to take the lower groups for two 
ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ !ÌÓÏ ÉÔ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÔÏ 
look for more membership, unless at the discretion of the 
committee. 

The group will be called Pink group and it will sit between 
green and black group. It is designed for the age group of 11 
to 14years but for very competent riders at say grade 3/2 

level in one or more disciplines. 

November rally 
A week before the November rally only 30 riders out of a 
possible 72 had listed as attending on the rally tracker so this 
would assume I could reduce groups and instructors. 

It will be a regular day with the usual instructors and a guest 
speaker/presenter coming after lunch to take theory for sen-
ior groups on Equine massage and benefits and reason why 
it works etc. 

December rally 
I have had some feedback regarding the trail ride up Mt. 
Macedon with a number of riders and families telling they 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÅÅÌ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÏÒÓÅÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÓÏ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ 
participating. This was especially the case from the junior 
groups. I was asked to do a gymkhana for the three lowest 
groups with the riders happy to pay for the ribbons etc so 
the club would not be out of pocket. 

I am happy to do this and also offer a Fancy dress class again 
for all members. For the older riders we could do several 
ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ 

Chris Sievers 

Please collect from the office today: 

¶ Program for December Rally 

¶ Tips for Gymkhana 



 

http://www.rcpc.ponyclubvic.org.au  

Out and About 
Candlebark Horse Trials 

(Combined Training) 
Several of our riders competed. Ashley Oliver rode two 
ÈÏÒÓÅÓȢ Ȱ/ÃÔÏÐÕÓÓÙȱ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÉÎ )ÎÔÒÏȟ ÁÎÄ Ȱ4ÅÁÓÐÏÏÎȱ ×ÁÓ 
in the YR One Star. 

Lucy Gunn ÁÎÄ Ȱ2ÁÙÍÏÎÄ +ȱ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 9Ȣ2Ȣ 0ÒÅ-
novice. 

Rhiannon Stammers also competed in Pre-ÎÏÖÉÃÅ ÏÎ Ȱ3ÉÒ 
,ÏØÔÏÎȱȢ 

Sarah French ÁÎÄ Ȱ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÙȱ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÉØÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÅÌÉÍȢ 

Hayley Marciniak ÁÎÄ Ȱ 4ÅÒÒÁ-4ÏÒÒÙȱ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÉÎ )ÎÔÒÏȢ 
Bessie Dimery ÈÁÄ Ô×Ï ÈÏÒÓÅÓ ÉÎ )ÎÔÒÏȢ Ȱ9ÅÏÙȱ ×ÁÓ ÓÉØÔÈ ÉÎ 
ÈÉÓ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ Ȱ/ÁËÅÙȱ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÄȢ 

Rohan Luxmoore, a Club Dad was third in the One Star after 
jumping a copy book round, according to SJ officials. This 
could lead to Rohan giving a theory lesson on the art of rid-
ing a SJ round. 

Lancefield Agricultural Show. 
Bianca Fiorentino ÁÎÄ Ȱ-Ò #ÈÉÐÓȱ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÄ ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ "ÅÓÔ 
Rider17yrs and over and went on to win the Championship. 
Ȱ-Ò #ÈÉÐÓȱ ×ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÍÏÕÎÔ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÏ ×ÉÎ 2ÅÓÅÒÖÅ 
Champion. 

Brenton Brewer competed in the Show Jumping ring riding 
Ȱ!ÒÍÁÎÉȱȢ 4ÈÅ ÈÅÉÇÈÔ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÁÔ ΦΧÃÍ ÁÎÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÅÖȤ
eral rounds Brenton and Armani finished up winning the 
75cm class. 

Congratulations to both our riders. 

Fimister Shield 
This event was not well attended by our riders. Bianca 
&ÉÏÒÅÎÔÉÎÏȟ "ÒÅÎÔÏÎ "ÒÅ×ÅÒȟ /ÌÉÖÉÁ /ȭ2ÉÌÅÙ and Mat Slade 
braved the cold ,drizzly conditions to represent our Club. 

/ÌÉÖÉÁ ÁÎÄ Ȱ"ÅÅÔÌÅȱ ÈÁÄ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÄÁÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎȤ
ners of the Presidents Cup for E grade for 2011. 

Congratulations Olivia. 

Oaklands Pony Club H.T. 
A small contingent of R.C.P.C. riders competed at this event. 
Kayla Young ÁÎÄ Ȱ*ÁÄÅȱ ×ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÏÎÌÙ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÉÎ 'ÒȢΧ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ 
jumped a clear round in Jumping. 

Laura Harding ÁÎÄ Ȱ#ÈÉËÅÔÏȱ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ 'ÒȢΦ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ 
clear X.C. and pleased with their Jumping and Dressage. 

Isabelle Cowley ÁÎÄ Ȱ-ÕÆÆÉÎȱ ÁÎÄ Bessie Dimery and 
Ȱ9ÅÏÙȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ/ÐÕÌÅÎÔ /ÁËȱ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÄ ÉÎ 'ÒȢΥȢ )ÓÁÂÅÌÌÅ ÁÌȤ
most had a very good day. She was fifth after Dressage, 
clear in Jumping but had a stop on X.C. Bessie was very 
ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Ȱ/ÁËÅÙȭÓ *ÕÍÐÉÎÇȢ Ȱ9ÅÏÙȱ ÇÁÖÅ ÈÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌ ÔÏÐ 
performance and was placed third overall. 
Lucy Gunn ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅÄ ÉÎ 'ÒȢΣ ÏÎ Ȱ2ÁÙÍÏÎÄ +ȱȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÁȤ
tion is gaining experience with each outing. 

Inter School National Championships 
Chloe Ritchie and 
Ȱ"ÌÕÅ $ÕÓÔ #ÈÁÒÄÏÎȤ
ÎÁÙ ɉ3ÙÄɊȱ ÒÅÐÒÅȤ
sented Victoria at 
the 2011 Equestrian 
Australia Interschool 
Championships at 
Werribee and won 
her first test on 
Wednesday and was 
second in her test on 
Friday ɀ which gave 
her the overall win, 
she is now the 2011 
Australian Inter-
school Dressage 
Primary Preliminary 
Champion!  

The Victorian team 
(including Chloe) also 
won the overall Primary 
School Dressage Cham-
pionships (Preliminary 
and Novice riders com-
bined). Congratulations 
Chloe, a great achieve-
ment. 

Thank you for this re-
port Caroline. 

 

Riddells Creek Dressage & SJ Day 

27 November 
David Stammers has accepted the role of Event Coordinator, 
with Heather Fiorentino looking after the SJ and Lu Mar-
ciniak organising the Dressage. Mathew Slade will be Entry 
Secretary. Thank you to those people for taking on these 
roles. 

All we need now are people to volunteer to help with the 
setting up. Of course there will be roles for people on the 
day in the SJ and in the Dressage, and Rhonda Franks is look-
ing for Canteen volunteers. With so much food left over 
from the HT, the Canteen should make a record profit for 
this event. Heather and Lu are already putting names on 
their lists. 

This is a perfect day for ALL our Graded riders to compete in 
an Open competition against riders from different clubs, in 
familiar surroundings. The Dressage classes go from Gr.5 up 
to Gr.1 and the S.J. starts at F Gr. and goes to A Gr. 

Programs are available today. So will copies of the Dressage 
tests for the lower grades. See Mathew or Alison Dimery for 
your copy of the program. Mathew will also accept entries 
today.  

There will be a large area of mowing required. This is an op-
portunity for parents of children riding in the lower grades 
to show their skill on the Ride-on mower. Please volunteer. 

 

Even though we are in 
the middle of the show 
season, I have not been 
sent any results.  

Have all of our show en-
thusiasts retired??  



 

http://www.rcpc.ponyclubvic.org.au  

Members Reunion 
This was a night for our past and present Riding members. 

After sending out a large number of invitations to past mem-
bers, only three were able to attend. 

Eight of our current members also came and watched videos 
played music and enjoyed the party food. 

It was very disappointing for our organizers, but our Club is 
very pleased with their initiative and the effort which was 
put into the project. 

Sue Leslie Clinic 
Dressage, Jumping and Cross Country 
Sue rode at the highest level in Australian Eventing. Since 
retiring from Eventing she has become a serious Dressage 
rider. She has considerable experience in teaching riders of 
all ages. 

¶ Jan. 28th -29th  ( Gr.4 ,Gr.5,and Pre Gr 5) 

¶ Feb. 18th ɀ19th (Gr.3,2 and 1) 

Places for 12 (3 groups of 4) in each clinic 

A perfect training weekend for those who are aiming to 
compete at our Easter Horse Trials. 

Cost- $80.00 for 4 lessons over the 2 days. 

A $10.00 deposit required when you register. 

A club subsidy will apply. 

See Kevin today for more details and registration. 

Coming Events 
November 
5th BEDS Ballan 
13th Kyneton Horse Trials 
20th Gisborne Horse Trials 
27th Riddells Creek Dress.& Jumping Day 

Candlebark Horse Trials 
What a weekend! Even with the careful planning and the hours of work which goes into an event like this 

prior to the day, we had no control over the weather. With over 70mm of rain the week before the 
event, and another 25 mm over the Thurs. Fri. and Sat. of the event, many difficulties were presented 
to the Horse Trials Committee. 

Parking was a problem for those competitors who were not there early, despite a great effort from our 
Gate/ Parking team. Rupert Clarke, Tom McDonell and Tom Christensen with their very large tractors were a 
vital part of this team, when it came time for competitors to leave. 

Technical Delegates ( Equestrian Victoria rep) John Barlee considered that it was safe to run the Dressage and the Jump-
ing phases, but after  consultation with a second T.D. Roger Kane it was decided that the X.C. course was not safe to ride. 

The event was declared to be a Combined Training event (Dressage and Jumping ),with prizes awarded after these two 
phases. This meant that the Introductory and the Preliminary classes were completed on Saturday. The Jumping for Pre-
novice and One Star was held on Sunday Morning. 

The majority of competitors were very understanding, and accepted the decision as they were also considering the safety 
ramifications for their horses. Our Horse Trials Committee was very disappointed with the way the weekend turned out, 
but agreed with all the decisions that were made. 

Financially the weekend was a success, but there will be many hours from our members and dollars to be spent to return 
our Club grounds to the original condition. Our decision to build our large sand arena in 2004, was once again vindicated. 

The Club would like to thank those members who put so much into the preparation for the event, and those who used 
ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÔÏ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ#ÌÅÁÎ 5Ðȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÄÏÎÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ -ÏÎȢ ÁÎÄ 4ÕÅÓȢ -ÏÓÔ ÏÆ 
the X.C .materials were brought in- Thank you Al and daughters, Ben and Brian and to Heather and others who pitched 
in too in other ways. 

Yards 
By the time that you read this you will 
have noticed that our yards are in quite a 
mess. 

You can help by giving them a good 
clean out today, or some time next 
week, so that we can go ahead with restoration work. 

Just leave the straw etc just outside the yard so that it can 
be picked up by local gardeners. 

Trophies 
Were you a winner of a perpetual trophy at 
the December rally last year? 

These trophies must now be returned, so 
that they can be engraved for our 2011 pres-
entations. Please talk to Chris to arrange collection. 

MONEYñMONEYñMONEY 
Sometimes our Club allows our members to compete in ac-
tivities before they pay the fee which is required, on the un-
derstanding that you will pay soon after the event. 

We are disappointed that some members who have been 
ÇÉÖÅÎ Ȱ#ÒÅÄÉÔȱ have not paid! 

¶ Ȱ#ȱ #ÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÅ ÐÁÙÍÅÎÔ, please see 
Chris Sievers. 

¶ Lowden Shield entries please pay 
Alison Dimery. 

¶ Horse Deals Diaries pay Sandra Mat-
thews. 

If Chris or Alison are not available, please 
give the money directly to Sandra Mat-
thews. 



DECEMBER RALLY 2011 

END OF YEAR GYMKHANA 

9.30 AM START 

Ring 3 FENCED SAND ARENA 

Blue/Orange/ Brown groups 

Ribbons to 6th place 

1. Best Presented (Orange group) 

2. Best presented (Brown group) 

3. Best presented (Blue group) 

4. Rider (Orange group) 

5. Rider (Brown group) 

6. Rider (Blue group) 

Champion and Reserve Champion Rider 

7. Ridden mount (Orange group) 

8. Ridden mount (Brown group) 

9. Ridden mount (Blue group) 

Champion and Reserve Champion Ridden Mount 

Mount most suitable for junior Pony Club 

(may be required to jump a very small obstacle) 

10. Orange group 

11. Brown group 

12. Blue group 

Pair of riders 

13. Orange group 

14. Brown group 

15. Blue Group 

Led Handler 

13. Orange group 

14. Brown group 

15. Blue group 

FANCY DRESS- after lunch open to all riders and will be 

judged by age/and/or type. 

ON THE DAY 9.30AM START 

The format for a horse gymkhana/show is usually the same 
wherever you go. 

The judge will stand in the centre of the ring and the riders ɀ
going to the left- will ride around the judge keeping a big 
distance from themselves and the judge. 

Riders wait for commands from the judge or their assistant 
as when to walk, trot, canter or change direction. 

!ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÈÁÓ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÈÅÎ ȬÃÁÌÌȭ 
ÔÈÅ ÈÏÒÓÅȾÒÉÄÅÒȬÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÅÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ 
of the ring in the order they feel is appropriate. 

The riders line up in this order and usually each rider does an 
ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ Ȭ×ÏÒËÏÕÔȭ ɉÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 
judge uses this workout to give the final placing. Sometimes 
the judge will work all the riders around the ring and then 
give the ribbons rather than do individual workout. But for 
our day the judges will be doing individual workouts. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE CLASSES 

Best presented: judged on cleanliness of horse and rider and 
well fitted and oiled gear. This will be also used to do the 
usual gear check routine. 

Rider: judged on position and effectiveness of the aids and 
interpretation of the workout  

Handler/Led: this is judged on the handler of the horse and 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÏ× ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÒÓÅȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 
and paces in walk and trot In this class the rider leds the 
pony/horse in a bridle but not a saddle. You enter the ring 
and walk the horse going to the right on a circle. This is so 
ÔÈÅ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÒÓÅȭÓ ÂÏÄÙ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÄÅÒ ÂÌÏÃËȤ
ing their view, and when you turn the horse, you turn it away 
from you i.e. to the right. Often handlers carry a whip to as-
sist in getting the horse to trot forward on the led and the 
handler runs with the horse in line with the horses shoulder. 
This is worth practicing at home a few times! 

Ridden Mount: judged on obedience, manners, type and 
paces but being a pony club event it  is mostly based on 
ridablity and behavior and if it looks an enjoyable horse to 
ride. 

Mount most suitable: As per the above class but more im-
portant is the ability to jump a small jump and then be able 
to return to quiet riding and not get excited after jumping so 
temperament and calmness are important. 

 

CHAMPION CLASSES 

To be eligible for the champion awards you must have won 
your class.  So, on our day there will be three (two in ring 3) 
ÒÉÄÅÒÓ ȬÒÉÄÉÎÇ ÏÆÆȱ ÆÏÒ #ÈÁÍÐÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÁÓ ÐÅÒ ÔÈÅ 
program. Eg. the winners from each group for Rider in their 
respective ring will come back into the ring and ride again 
for the judge and then the judge will select and present the 
champion sash. NOW the rider who came second to the 
newly sashed champion has the right to come back into the 
ring and contest the reserve cham-
pion sash against the remaining two 
riders. The judge will get this second 
placed rider to repeat the champion 
work out and then the judge will 
make their decision for reserve cham-
pion. 

TIPS FOR THE GYMKHANA 
GROUPS: BROWN, ORANGE and BLUE ONLY 

 

THE DAY BEFORE 

1) Ponies and horses need to be very clean and hooves oiled 
and mane and tails clean and brushed and plaited is optional. 

2) Plaiting may be done the night before or early on the morn-
ing. 

3) All your gear needs to be checked for stitching wear and fit 
of horse and should be cleaned and well oiled/conditioned and 
girths washed or cleaned; bits and stirrup iron s cleaned and 
sparkling. 

4) Riders uniform clean and boots polished and riding hat, 
gloves etc packed and ready to use on Sunday. Remember 
your whip and cleaned spurs if you use these. 

5) Pack the usual rugs, feed/hay and water bucket for your 
horse and fly veils as the weather is getting warmer now. 


